An Award for Scientific Excellence - A Short History
Since its inception in 1731, the Royal Dublin Society has been committed to advancing scientific excellence and endeavour. In 1899 the Society inaugurated a medal for scientific research of exceptional merit carried out in Ireland. The medal is named after the acclaimed 'father of chemistry', Robert Boyle (1627-1691), who in 1661 not only introduced the concept of elements and compounds, but also propounded the experimental method upon which all modern science is based.

The first recipient of the Royal Dublin Society's Boyle Medal was George Johnstone Stoney (1826-1911). Stoney is best remembered in the history of science for introducing the term 'electron', which he did in a paper in the Scientific Transactions of the Royal Dublin Society in 1891. Since then the Medal has been awarded to 36 well known, eminent scientists. For the full list of Boyle Medal laureates, please click here.

Since 1999 the awarding of the Boyle Medal for Scientific Excellence has been a joint venture between the Royal Dublin Society and The Irish Times. It is now awarded biennially - alternating between a scientist based in Ireland and an Irish scientist based abroad. This successful collaboration has invigorated the award and refocuses attention on the Irish tradition of excellence in scientific initiative and innovation.
