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CLINICIAN SCIENTIST FELLOWSHIP PROGRAMME

The Higher Education Authority has awarded funding under the Programme for Research in
Third Level Institutions (Cycle 4) for a Clinician Scientist Fellowship Programme in translational
medical research, coordinated by Molecular Medicine Ireland (MMI). Molecular Medicine Ireland
is a not-for-profit company established by the National University of Ireland, Galway (NUI
Galway), the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), Trinity College Dublin (TCD),
University College Cork (UCC) and University College Dublin (UCD). Molecular Medicine
Ireland is building and expanding on the success of the Dublin Molecular Medicine Centre.

Second Call

The Molecular Medicine Ireland Clinician Scientist Fellowship Programme builds on significant
recent developments in the translational and clinical research infrastructure in Ireland. A highly
successful first call in November 2007 resulted in the award of 19 fellowships, with the
appointed Fellows beginning their PhD studies on 1 July 2008. In this second call, three
fellowships are available, to be hosted by University College Cork. The Clinician Scientist
Fellowship is three years in length, with the successful candidates in this second call beginning
their PhD studies in January 2009.

Molecular Medicine Ireland invites suitably qualified medical graduates to apply to hold one of
these prestigious fellowships.

The closing date for expressions of interest is 5pm on Friday 26 September 2008.

Overview and Structure of the Programme

The objective of the Molecular Medicine Ireland Clinician Scientist Fellowship Programme
(CSFP) is to train the next generation of clinician scientists (academic medical leaders) with the
unique and specialised knowledge essential to fulfil Ireland’s research needs in translational
medicine. This training programme transcends institutional boundaries to give Fellows
unparalleled access to the top biomedical researchers in the country and to state-of-the-art
basic and clinical research facilities. The aim is to educate biomedical investigators who,
motivated by the intellectual challenge of understanding disease at the molecular level, will lead
the quest for new therapeutic strategies. The programme provides a systematic way to train this
essential group of clinician researchers. The programme provides the rigorous training in critical
thinking and translational research skills necessary to bridge the divide between increasingly
inter-dependent areas of expertise — basic and clinical biomedical research. Programme
mentors will guide PhD training in their area(s) of expertise, linking into the disease domains of



the academic hospitals and availing of the enabling infrastructure and expertise of the
participating institutions.

Applicants will be medical school graduates at the registrar or specialist registrar (or equivalent)
stage of their clinical training. Fellows will graduate with a PhD from the host institution. While
the Fellows will carry out their research at an institutional level, the programme has activities to
emphasise its national scope. The Fellows will participate in a structured taught course
curriculum designed to assist them make the transition from the clinic to the laboratory bench
and develop research skills. The structured training element will be taught by programme
faculty, with input from the other principal investigators in the participating institutions and
invited international guest lecturers. Annual meetings, attended by the Fellows and their
mentors, provide an opportunity to present and discuss research. Further information on the
structured training is available on the CSFP website:

http://www.molecularmedicineireland.ie/csfp.html

Each Fellow will be permitted a maximum of two clinical sessions per week to maintain clinical
skills. The host institution will cover the Fellow for medical indemnity.

Number of Fellowships and Areas of Research

~ ¢~ Three fellowships are available under the programme at University College
. Cork. The participating institution has identified priority areas of research for
the fellowship programme that reflect their translational research strengths.

More information on the areas of specialisation is available at

http://www.molecularmedicineireland.ie/csfp.html



Award Value and Conditions

Value of Award

i. Fellows will be remunerated on the scale €52,555 — €62,814. The salary amount is gross
salary and liable for income tax and PRSI, and will be paid through the host institution.

ii. Research expenses: up to €15,000 per year at the discretion of the host institution.

iii. Small equipment: up to €15,000 in year 1 at the discretion of the host institution.

iv. Travel and meeting expenses: €3,000 per year at the discretion of the host institution.
V. PhD fees (as required by host institution)

Conditions of Award
Fellows are permitted to undertake a maximum of two clinical sessions per week.

Fellows are expected to participate fully in the shared structured training programme and in the
annual scientific meetings.

Fellows will be expected to provide annual reports to Molecular Medicine Ireland describing their
progress and an end of grant report on completion of the fellowship.

Fellows must acknowledge their participation in the programme in any publication or
presentation of their research.

Duration of Fellowship: Up to three years. All successful applicants must register for a PhD.
Where Tenable
Fellowships in this call are tenable only in the following institution:

University College Cork

Eligibility, Application Process and Selection Procedure
Eligibility
To be eligible an applicant must:

(i) be a graduate in medicine at or above Registrar level or at an equivalent level as
determined by the relevant national training body in Ireland;

(i) be an EU citizen or be a graduate from outside the EU with permanent Irish resident
status or a valid work permit;

(i) be on the register of medical practitioners in Ireland or be entitled to be on that register.

Application Process

There are two stages to the application process. In the first stage, interested persons should
apply to Molecular Medicine Ireland, completing and returning by email the Expression of
Interest form available at http://www.molecularmedicineireland.ie/csfp/call2008.html together



with a three-page Curriculum Vitae as soon as possible but no later than 5pm on Friday 26
September 2008.

Applicants will require the support of the participating institution, University College Cork, in
order to proceed from the Expression of Interest stage to a Full Application. At this time,
candidates will choose a PhD project from a range offered in host laboratories in the
participating institution and will be assigned appropriate mentor(s) by the institution. Each
Expression of Interest will be referred by Molecular Medicine Ireland to the Dean of the Medical
School (or equivalent) in the host institution. The Dean (or equivalent) will invite suitably
qualified applicants to discuss their interest in research, their career intentions in relation to
academic medicine and the potential of the institution to provide the scientific and clinical
mentorship required under the programme. If the participating institution agrees to sponsor an
applicant, the applicant and sponsoring institution should complete the Full Application form
which will be provided at that time. The completed Full Application form should be sent by email
to Molecular Medicine Ireland no later than 12 noon on Friday 24 October 2008.

Selection Procedure

Fellowships will be awarded by a competitive process and expert peer review. Short-listed
applicants will be called for interview in November 2008. The selection criteria on which
fellowships will be awarded will be the quality of the applicant, the scientific merit of the research
proposal, the applicant’'s career intentions, the applicant’'s prior research experience, and the
guality of the mentoring and the mentoring environment.

Please refer to the MMI website at http://www.molecularmedicineireland.ie/csfp/call2008.html for
details of the appeals process.



